[Therapy of patients with severe liver insufficiency using antithrombin III and plasma derivatives].
The treatment of three patients suffering from carbon tetrachloride intoxication with antithrombin III and plasma derivatives is reported. In these patients an acute liver failure had been proven, characterized by a disturbed protein synthesis and a severe haemostasis defect. The latter manifested itself by a consumption of platelets, clotting enzymes and the inhibitors antithrombin III and alpha 2-antiplasmin. It was due to an intravascular coagulation leading to disturbances in the microcirculation. This often letal circulus vitiosus could be stopped in these patients by treatment with antithrombin III concentrate combined with low dose heparin and fresh frozen plasma. Clinical improvements are discussed on the basis of the pathophysiology of the liver.